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Hideaki Ohba: The Identity of Macleaya cordata (Willd.) R.Br. var. thunbergii (Miq.) 
Honda (Notulae ad Plantas Japoniae 8) 
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Macleaya is a genus of the family 
Papaveraceae endemic to east Asia consist¬ 
ing of two species, M. cordata (Willd.) R. 
Br. and M. microcarpa (Maxim.) Fedde. A 
variety, var. thunbergii, of M. cordata has 
been known from Japan. The variety was 
first described by Miquel (1867) based on a 
Thunberg’s collection from Japan under the 
genus Bocconia, and then transferred to 
Macleaya by Honda (1938). Although 
Miquel distinguished var. thunbergii from 
var. cordata by the leaves with glaucous 
lower surface, Honda recognized that var. 
thunbergii has leaves with glabrous lower 
surface. Since then var. thunbergii has been 
regarded as the glabrous form of Macleaya 
cordata by Japanese botanists. 

The type specimen of var. thunbergii is 
preserved in van Royen herbarium, Leiden 
(No. 908, 164-762). The specimen consists 
of a juvenil plant with three leaves. The 
lower surface is undoubtedly glaucous as de¬ 
scribed by Miquel but obviously hairy with 
moderate density of short soft hairs, particu¬ 
larly on veins. The hairs on veins are slightly 
longer than those on the other parts. The 
hairs on the youngest among the three leaves 
are denser. 

Therefore, it becomes clear that var. 
thunbergii does not represent the glabrous 
form. The glabrous or nearly glabrous form 
is sporadically found throughout the range in 
Japan, and should be recognized to be a form 
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taxonomically. 

Macleaya cordata (Willd.) R.Br. in 
Denham. & Clapperton, Narr. Travels 
Africa, Appendix XXII (Botany): 218 
(1826). 

Bocconia cordata var. thunbergii Miq., 
Ann. Mus. Bot. Lugd. -Bat. 3: 11 (1867). 

Macleaya cordata var. thunbergii (Miq.) 
Honda in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 52: 518 (1938). 

L Macleaya cordata var. thunbergianum 
Miq. ex Franch. & Sav., Enum. PI. Jap. 1: 27 
(1875); Matsum., Ind. PI. Jap. 2: 146 
(1912), nom. nud.] 

Forma glabra H.Ohba. f. nov. 

A typo subtus foliis toto glabro vel 
glabriusculo differt. 


Type: Japan. N. Honshu: Yamagata Pref., 
Yamagata-shi, near Kabutoiwa, the interior 
of Yamadera. In newly cleamings. 26 
August 1971. H. Ohba no. 718031 (TI- 
holotype: TUS-isotype). 

Paratypes: Japan. Honshu: Aomori Pref.: 
Kuniyoshi-mura. 30 July 1881. R. Yatabe 
s.n. (Tl); Fukushima Pref.: Aizu, Yumoto. 7 
August 1879. R. Yatabe s.n. (Tl); Nagano 
Pref.: Shimajimadani. 20 July 1935. S. 
Momose s. n. (Tl); Kanagawa Pref.: 
Yokohama. 15 July 1923. K. Hisauchi no. 
937 (Tl); Yamaguchi Pref.: Yoshiki-gun, 
Ouchi-mura, Hikami. 11 July 1892. J. Nikai 
no. 236 (Tl). 
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Hiroshi Igarashi: Two New Forms of Viola from Hokkaido, Northern Japan 


1. Viola vaginata 
Maxim, f. purpureocalcarata H.Igarashi, f. nov. 
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2. Viola 
kusanoana Makino f. subrosea H.Igarashi, f. nov. 
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Viola vaginata Maxim, in Bull. Acad. 



